HOLLY'S HOMESTEAD — LAND MANAGEMENT

Non-Chemical Weed e v e

DIFFICULTY Easy—moderate

Control
Manage weeds without relying on synthetic herbicides
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DIFFICULTY TIME COST BEST SEASON FREQUENCY
Easy-moderate Varies Low Year-round, Regular,
timed to weed seasonal
life cycles
01 Combine several
methods
BED 1 BED 2 BED 3 BED 4
Effective non-chemical weed control q R

usually layers several approaches —
smothering, mechanical removal,
competition from desired plants, and

timing — rather than relying on any

A
single method alone. \

02 What you'll need

« Mulch materials for smothering

« Hand tools (hoe, mattock, weed puller) for mechanical
removal

« Cover crops or dense desired planting to outcompete weeds

« Consistent timing — catching weeds before they seed is the
single biggest lever

04 Troubleshooting

« Weeds returning despite regular removal — perennial
weeds often regrow from root fragments; ensure thorough
removal or persistent repeated control.

« Weeds seeding before you get to them — prioritise
catching the worst seeding weeds first each season, even if
it means leaving others temporarily.

« Mulch not suppressing weeds effectively — layer thick
enough (usually 7-10cm minimum) and check for gaps.

- Difficult, persistent weed species — research the specific
weed's biology; some need targeted, repeated, species-
specific approaches beyond general practice.

o6 Tips & variations

PAIRS WELL WITH COMMON MISTAKES

HOLLY'S HOMESTEAD — HOW-TO GUIDES

03 Method

« 1. Identify the weed and its life cycle — annual weeds
respond differently to control than persistent perennials.

« 2. Remove or smother before weeds set seed — this is the
single most effective timing principle.

« 3. Use mulch to suppress germination in beds and
pathways.

« 4. Encourage dense, competitive desired planting or cover
crops to reduce the bare ground weeds need to establish.

« 5. For persistent perennial weeds, repeated removal over
time exhausts root reserves — a single pass rarely
eliminates them.

o5 Timing & maintenance

BEST TIME Timed to each weed's life cycle — generally
before flowering and seed set, whenever that
falls.

DURATION An ongoing, seasonal practice rather than a

single intervention.

MAINTENANCE  Regular monitoring and prompt action before
weeds seed is more effective than infrequent,
large efforts.

SIGNS OF A declining weed seed bank over successive
SUCCESS seasons, and less effort required for control
each year.
PRO TIP

Preventing seed set, even more than
removing existing weeds, is the
highest-leverage action — a weed
pulled after seeding has already done
most of its damage for next season.
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